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Ex pitaph of the vertuous 


=} anddeath of the right worſhipfull Ladie,Dame 
Helen Branch of London widow , we the wife of fir /obu 
Branch Knight , ſometime the Right honourable 


Lord Maior of London;and toM. 
Williams Nicolſon ſometime 
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« London , the 29. gona 


L5 9 4 


LONDON 


Pruntcd |! by Thom asCreads. ... 
I 5 9 + be 


* 
—_—— ——  — _—— _mnraneits. —— 
_ 


— 


<0". a A cn 4 


LL 


— | W< ” Þ \ Jy” 
= FI Ts 


Epitaph of the ver- 
tuous life and death of the Right worſhipfull Ladie, 
Dame Helen Brench of London widow , late the wife of Sir /obn 
Branch Knight , ſometime the right honorable Lord Maior of Lon- 
don , and daughter of M. #ilieam Nicolſon ſometime of London 

: Which ſaid Lady deceaſed on Wedneſday the 10. of 
Aprill laſt pait : "And lieth interred in the pariſh Church oY 
of S./Mary Abchurch m London, the 2g, of the 
ſame moneth, 159 4. 


= 
—— 4 


Do at the laſt returne to duſt, and yecld ti emſclues to death: 
So death vnto the godly ones, is happic end of wo, 
For then doth come the end of cares, that toſle vs too and fro. 
; This world is full of ſnares and trappes, temptations vnto ſmne, 
; As well in generations paſt as this that we hue in. 
» Compare our ſelues vnto a tree,which ſpringeth vp with ſap, + 55*#C. 
» And brings forth branches goodly ones, which talte of Adams hap. 


IÞe: that all uing things we ſee,on earth that draweth breath, 
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» And as this tree doth grow to ſtrength,the owner of the wood, | 

» May lop away the >ranches faire,as them which are not good. F | 

» So hath he lopt away from vs.a Ladie Branch of price, {ade Fran, 

+. That lued here right worthipfull,diſdaining cucry vice: | 
Whoſe lacke her friends do much bewalle, but ſpecially the poore, 
\Vhom ſhe continually did feede,abroad,and at her doore. 

+ Right bcautifull,and tae was ſhe,in feature andin ſace, 

'- A modeſt and a vertuous Dame,inducd with great grace: | 
Daughter co mailter Nrco!ſon,a Draper wiſe and ſage, ne E 1 Pain + 
A man well giuen to honour God,as well in youth as age. | 

- She tcom her infancie in youth,did leade a vertuous life, _ 
To Maiſter nor: ſage and graue,ſhe firlt became a wife. © ** ko 
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"OY An Tgiraphe .> 


Me She iſſue had by him, one ſonne,and daugheers alſo three, 
| Which all departed very yoong,as Deſtinies decree. 
E When Mailter A ymors yeelded life.to God that gaue the ſame, 
[-G rates = To fir /obn Braxnch,chen late Lord Maior,ſhe was the ſpouſed Dame. 
| EG Right godly and right vertuoully,they lued long in ioy, 
| With sof hoſpitalitic, whcreas they ſaw annoy. 
| 4 Vnto the Drapers Hall alſo,ſhe in her life time free, 
. 99: for 6x3, Gaue fiftic pounds to yoong, mens vie,of that good companie: 
From foure yeares vnto foure yeares , ſhll remauung without charge, 
| Which was a deed of chantie,and bountie paſſing Large. 
Abdurch . Tn Abchurch pariſh where ſhedwelt,the poore the alwaies fed, 
| bh With mony, meat, with coales for fire, fomtimes with drink & bread. 
| Lore . To the Lunatickes of Bethelem,ſhe gaue righe needfull chi 
; . zx1mers. And not one priſon the torgate,from faith ſuch fruite oft 1Ng$. 
ntimas - To Maydes to helpe their marriages,(I meane the poorer Gee, 
| She left reliefe as bounritull, vato heir great comfore. 
; ywerx* To Oxford, & to Cambridge both,frs whence good learning flows, 
| She hath them g1uen hiberallie,as ſequell plainly thowes. 
; K p1544. To the Hoſpitals of London too,the gaue a great reward, 
And to the poore good [tore of gownes,the tooke ſo good regard, 
» And as the hued a vertuous life,(o godly was herend, 
- The which in letters all of gold,deferues well to be pend. 
\ And now mee-thinkes | ſee and view, the hohe Lambe to greet her, 
The Anzels 2nd Archangels too,and all the Saints to meet her. 
- Nee-thinkes | fee old Abraham,vnbracing of his breſt : 
Saving blelled Braxch come here and ſleepe,and take thy quict relt. 
» The Lambe {hall wipe away thy teares, his blood hath walht away, 
\ All worldly cares and blemithes,and here 1s perte& day. 
 Inioy the {iveete melodious tunes, with husbands both reioyce : 
» Sin 3 Hims & Plulms before the throne, with ſweet X pleaſant voyce. 
For thou ha't cloath'd the naked ones, the hungry thou haſt fed; 
» Thou halt bene milde and mercitull,rehieuing members dead. 
Thou ha't not Iud my Talents,nor my ble{lings in the ground : 
» Thou haſt not bene a :xaucring reed, but faithtuil,ſtrong,and ſound. 
Be-chou example to the reſt, like goodnetle to eniuc: 
\ That they may 10y where thou :ut bleit,thus Ladic good Adue. 
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